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(Luke 24:21-24) 

 

Astonished 
 

The miracles of God sometimes make us 

ashamed because in the recesses of our hearts 

we sometimes harbor doubt of Godôs prom-

ises to us. Immediately following the resur-

rection of Christ, He shows Himself to a se-
lect few proving the testimony of His power. 

The Acts of the Apostles records, ñTo whom 

also he shewed himself alive after his passion 
by many infallible proofs, being seen of them 

forty days, and speaking of the things per-

taining to the kingdom of God:ò (Acts 1:3 

KJV) Again it was the Disciples of Christ 

that were left with the charge to spread the 

Gospel message to all those that would be-

lieve. However the disciples and many of the 

followers of Jesus had trouble themselves 

believing the miracle of His resurrection.  

 

 The Gospel according to Mark gives us 
the perspective of the account were Mary 

Magdalene had seen Jesus alive. Being ex-

cited about the news of Jesus being raised 

from the dead, she quickly tells the Disciples 

as they mourned over Jesus that He was in-

deed alive. However the Disciples did not 

believe Mary had really seen Jesus. After 

being with Jesus some three years and after 

the personal insight and teaching that was 

imparted to them from the Lord Himself, 

their faith at this time could not reach beyond 

the barrier of unlimited possibilities. Jesus 
had told them personally that it would be 

necessary to go to Calvary, ñNow Jesus knew 

that they were desirous to ask him, and said 

unto them, Do ye inquire among yourselves 

of that I said, A little while, and ye shall not 

see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall 

see me? Verily, verily, I say unto you, That 

ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall 

rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your 

sorrow shall be turned into joy. A woman 

when she is in travail hath sorrow, because 
her hour is come: but as soon as she is deliv-

ered of the child, she remembereth no more 

the anguish, for joy that a man is born into 

the world. And ye now therefore have sor-

row: but I will see you again, and your heart 

shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh 

from you.ò (John 16:19-22 KJV) The disci-
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And ye now therefore have sorrow: 

but I will see you again, and your 

heart shall rejoice, and your joy no 

man taketh from you.ò  
(John 16:22 KJV)  



ples were warned ahead of time of the events 

that would transpire surrounding His death; 

however none of them could have imagined 

the things that they witnessed happen to Je-

sus. Sometimes we are face with problems 
that we could not have seen coming, but still 

we have a promise from God to help us 

through every tough area of our life.  

 

 The disciples had a promise from Jesus 

that He would be raised again from the dead, 

but to the disciples even this was an impossi-

ble feat even for Jesus. However what they 

had to come to understand and what we must 

realize is that there is nothing to hard for 

Lord. In fact Jesus states, ñIf thou canst be-

lieve, all things are possible to him that be-
lieveth.ò (Mark 9:23 KJV) All we must do is 

stand firm on the promises of God, always 

trusting that He is also able to perform that 

which He has promised. After adamantly 

denying Mary Magdaleneôs testimony Jesus 

appears Himself to the Disciples, and scolded 

them for not believing. When God does de-

liver on His promise to us, we too are left 

ashamed because in our feeble minds the 

severity of the problem seems to us to be 

greater than the power of God. We must 
learn what the Disciples of Christ finally 

understood that nothing truly is impossible 

for God. 

 

 God is very much alive never stagnant 

and His Spirit is forever moving. The book 

of Genesis records that in the beginning be-

fore the world was framed together as we 

know it Godôs Spirit was moving, ñIn the 

beginning God created the Heaven and the 

earth. And the earth was without form, and 

void; and darkness was upon the face of the 
deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the 

face of the waters.ò (Gen 1:1-2 KJV) Godôs 

Spirit has always been in motion even before 

man could perceive time, and is continuously 

moving; and Jesus was given to us in time as 

an expression of Godôs love. During Jesusô 

incarnate ministry He taught His followers 

that He would not always be with them 

physically, but His presence would never 

leave them. In the Gospel according to John 

Jesus states to His Disciples that He would 

send the Holy Spirit to continuously be their 
guide and companion through all of the ad-

versities that lay ahead of them. ñAnd I will 

pray the Father, and he shall give you an-

other Comforter, that he may abide with you 

for ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the 

world cannot receive, because it seeth him 

not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; 

for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 

I will not leave you comfortless: I will come 

to you.ò (John 14:16-18 KJV) Jesus would 

dwell essentially in their hearts forever by 

the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Following the resurrection John accounts that 

there was great panic with His disciples be-

cause they believed that someone had stolen 
the body of Jesus. What they did not under-

stand at that time that Jesus actually fulfilled 

His promise; ñJesus answered and said unto 

them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I 

will raise it up. Then said the Jews, Forty and 

six years was this temple in building, and 

wilt thou rear it up in three days? But he 

spake of the temple of his body. When there-

fore he was risen from the dead, his disciples 

remembered that he had said this unto them; 

and they believed the scripture, and the word 

which Jesus had said.ò (John 2:19-22 KJV) 
The Disciples did not understand this phe-

nomenon until after the fact. As they came to 

the tomb where He was laid, Jesus was no 

longer there. So many times we look for God 

in those familiar places of our lives as well, 

only to find that He is not there. What how-

ever it forces us to do in faith is to seek His 
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ñIf thou canst believe, all things 

are possible to him that believ-

eth.ò (Mark 9:23 KJV)  




