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The Power of   
Expectation (Part 2) 
By Lucious B. Oliver II  

(Luke 24:17-20) 

 

Jesus of Nazareth (Part 2) 
 

The miracles of Christ were examples of His 

perfection and holiness. As Jesus went about 

Galilee He did extraordinary things for ordi-

nary people. His focus was towards those 

that were disenfranchised by the social and 

religious culture that the leaders of the Jew-

ish community had imposed. Jesus was com-

monly found around the class of people that 

the religious legalists did not approve.  

ñBut their scribes and Pharisees murmured 

against his disciples, saying, Why do ye eat 

and drink with publicans and sinners? And 

Jesus answering said unto them, They that 
are whole need not a physician; but they that 

are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but 

sinners to repentance.ò (Luke 5:30-32 KJV)

Everywhere Jesus went He brought about 

real change to real people that really needed 

it. Here in Luke Jesus is on His way to a city 

called Nain when He and His disciples pass 

by a funeral precession. When Jesus looks 

upon the grieving widow whose son lie dead 

in the casket, He immediately has compas-

sion on her. It was no coincidence that Christ 

entered the city at this precise moment in 

time. Jesus stops the precession and speaks to 
the dead body, ñAnd he came and touched 

the bier: and they that bare him stood still. 

And he said, Young man, I say unto thee, 

Arise.ò (Luke 7:14 KJV) This was the first 

miracle of raising the dead that Christ had 

wrought, and it excited great awe and aston-

ishment among the people. The very pres-

ence of the Lord brought hope to a dark and 

dismal situation that seemed irrevocable. The 

Apostle Paul writes to the Corinthians, ñé 

where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is lib-

erty.ò (2 Cor 3:17 KJV)  
 

 Christ brings liberty and freedom to the 

darkest of circumstances, even death. Just as 

Christ went throughout the countryside of 

Galilee, we also should go about our daily 

lives in our communities, on our jobs, and in 

our homes bringing about change and hope 

because the believer who has accepted Christ 

through salvation has the Spirit of the Lord 

living within, which is none other than Christ 

Himself within us. The people who stood in 
view to witness Christ raise the widowôs son 

from the dead stated with amazement ñThat 

God hath visited his people.ò The sense that 

the people received from this miracle was 

that surely Christ embodied the presence of 

the Lord, and His Divine favor showed 

mercy to those that were in despair. Today 
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ñI came not to call the righteous, 

but sinners to repentance.ò  
(Luke 5:30-32 KJV) 



the greatest miracle is Calvary and how 

Christ made that which was utterly impossi-

ble through the ranks a life available by His 

death on the cross. Those that have received 

Christ through salvation bare the same mes-
sage of Godôs Divine favor and how He has 

shown mercy to us who were trapped in the 

disparity of sin.  The prophet Isaiah states, ñI 

the Lord have called thee in righteousness, 

and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, 

and give thee for a covenant of the people, 

for a light of the Gentiles; To open the blind 

eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the 

prison, and them that sit in darkness out of 

the prison house.ò (Isa 42:6-7 KJV) The 

miracle of salvation has called us to right-

eousness and it is the work of the Holy Spirit 
that is perfecting us in Holiness, but it is our 

lifeôs testimony that let others know that 

there is hope in Jesus Christ. 

 

 The miracles of Christ granted Him great 

notoriety among the people of His time, but 

it was the unnoted sacrifice of Calvary that is 

His greatest miracle. Jesusô popularity grew 

as He went about the region performing 

miracles. On one account according to the 

Gospel of Mark, the multitude was so great 
that a paralyzed man was lowered down 

upon a roof top of the house that Christ was 

in, so that Jesus could heal him. (See Mark 

2:1-12)Everyone wanted to see Jesus or in 

some cases merely touch Him. ñAnd the 

whole multitude sought to touch him: for 

there went virtue out of him, and healed them 

all.ò (Luke 6:19 KJV)  

 

 There were several occasions when it was 

noised abroad that Jesus would be near that 

the people came out in multitudes just to hear 
His teaching and perhaps receive some mi-

raculous deliverance. However, not everyone 

was as welcoming to Jesus as others, particu-

larly the Pharisees. The Pharisees were a 

group of teachers among the Jews at the time 

of Jesus; He frequently rebukes them in the 

Gospels for their hypocrisy. Jesus says they 

are like ñthe blind leading the blind,ò or like 

ñwhited sepulchers, which indeed appear 

beautiful outward, but are within full of dead 

menôs bones, and of all uncleanness.ò The 

Pharisees often challenged Jesus in His 
teachings, and constantly tried to snare Him 

in His own words: ñAnd they send unto him 

certain of the Pharisees and of the Herodians, 

to catch him in his words.ò (Mark 12:13 

KJV)However Jesusô miracles were noted of 

the Pharisees, and by them they were afraid 

of His influence over the people which led 

them in a plot to crucify Jesus. ñThen gath-

ered the chief priests and the Pharisees a 

council, and said, What do we? for this man 

doeth many miracles. If we let him thus 

alone, all men will believe on him:ò (John 
11:47-48 KJV) Here in the Gospel of John 

we see Nicodemus, a member of this reli-

gious sect, come to Jesus privately to ask 

Him questions.  

 

 While Jesus was in Jerusalem for the 

Passover, he performed many miracles 

among the people. Nicodemus was intrigued 

with Jesus, and attributes Christ as being sent 

from God; ñfor no man can do these miracles 

that thou doest, except God be with him.ò 

Indeed Christ was Godôs gift to man, but in 

more ways than the Jews could possibly un-
derstand. Christ did many wonderful works 

among the people that He encountered; too 

many to be possibly mentioned according to 

John, ñAnd there are also many other things 

which Jesus did, the which, if they should be 

written every one, I suppose that even the 

world itself could not contain the books that 
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ñI the Lord have called thee in righteous-

ness, and will hold thine hand, and will 

keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of 

the people, for a light of the Gentiles; To 

open the blind eyes, to bring out the prison-
ers from the prison, and them that sit in 

darkness out of the prison house.ò  

(Isa 42:6-7 KJV)  




