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(Luke 24:17-20) 

 

Introduction  
 

Hope by definition is simply the belief that 

whatever is wanted or desired can be had. 

Hope leads to expectation and our expecta-

tions align our actions. There is a great re-

ward in having hope in Jesus Christ, and our 

uncompromising expectations to wait upon 

His promises. The Gospel of Luke, in its 

unique presentation explores the great truths 

of Christ.  In its literary prose, Luke writes in 

story like fashion to tell the journey of Christ 

from introduction to resurrection.  Luke care-

fully explores the storyline of Christ with 

distinctive detail, placing Jesus correctly in a 
historical setting.  This deliberate approach 

allows the reader to see and understand the 

human component of our Lord and Savior, 

allowing the reader also to identify with the 

heartfelt mission of Christ, ñto seek and save 

that which was lost.ò Luke Chapter 24 places 

Jesus after the crucifixion on the blessed day 

of His resurrection. The gospel of Matthew 

accounts ña great earthquakeò as the angel of 

the Lord came and rolled away the stone 

from the entrance to the sepulcher. Together 

the four gospels combined compositely tell 

the order of events of Jesus resurrection. Je-
sus is seen respectively first by Mary Magda-

lene, Mary the mother of James also with the 

other women bearing spices; then to Peter 

later that afternoon, and here to the men on 

their way to Emmaus that evening.   

 

 Everyone in acquaintance with Jesus are 

puzzled by the findings of the empty tomb 

despite the proclamation of the angel at the 

grave site, and the assurance Christ Himself 

told them of His resurrection.  Here in the 

context of Luke 24, Jesus appears alongside 
the two brethren on their way into the coun-

try side; however Jesus is not recognized by 

either of them. The two men are desponded 

at the recent turn of events surrounding the 

crucifixion of Christ. 

 

 

Why Are You Sad? 
 

As the two men make their journey to Em-

maus, Jesus joins their company and asks the 

question, ñWhat manner of communications 

are these that ye have one to another, as ye 

walk, and are sad?ò (Luke 24:17 KJV) The 

Lord draws close to those who are of a bro-

ken heart. The prophet Ezekiel among the 

captives, records to us the visions as it is seen 

through the eyes of God, a nurturing Father, 
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ñFor the Son of man is come to 

seek and to save that which was 

lost.ò (Luke 19:10 KJV) 



to Israel, a disobedient child. Here in Ezekiel 

there is turmoil among the people of God as 

the nation of Israelites have been carried 

away into Babylonian captivity as a result of 

their constant disobedience to Godôs Word. 

Through all of the inner turmoil and seem-

ingly abandonment of Godôs care, Godôs 

love for Israel had never changed, in fact 

Ezekiel the prophet, was the voice of God 

and the mouth piece of His divine covenant 

towards His people.  Broadly speaking Eze-
kielôs job was to keep before the generations 

born while in exile the sins and reason as to 

why they were in captivity as well as the 

promise and hope of the future restoration of 

Godôs people. Here in Ezekielôs vision God 

tells the prophet to mark all those that weep 

for the national sins and are remorseful on 

the behalf of the nation. It is here also we 

draw great strength in knowing that Godôs 

care for us even in the midst of chastisement 

is abundantly merciful.  

 
 The proud are reluctant to allow their 

hearts to be broken with the things that God 

has afforded to transition us from our old 

sinful nature unto the righteousness of God. 

The epistle of James speaks plainly of this, 

ñBut he giveth more grace. Wherefore he 

saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth 

grace unto the humble. Submit yourselves 

therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will 

flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he will 

draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye 

sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double 
minded. Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: 

let your laughter be turned to mourning, and 

your joy to heaviness. Humble yourselves in 

the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you 

up.ò (James 4:6-10 KJV) It is in this process 

of humility that we learn the ways of God, 

and are transformed to be more like Christ 

through obedience. Afflictions are a part of 

life, and we all have to face challenges no 

matter what race, creed, or color and seem-

ingly when we are on a path to be more like 

Christ they are multiplied, but there is com-
fort in knowing that the Lord is close by to 

help ñThe Lord is nigh unto them that are of 

a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a 

contrite spirit. Many are the afflictions of the 

righteous: but the Lord delivereth him out of 

them all.ò (Ps 34:18-19 KJV) 

 

 Persecution is a part of life, but we must 

realize that Christ is with us every step of the 

way. The Apostle Paul writes to the church 

in Corinth, ñWe are troubled on every side, 
yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not 

in despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast 

down, but not destroyed;ò (2 Cor 4:8-9 KJV) 

As Jesus prepared His disciples for His 

death, He began to teach them things perti-

nent to their spiritual survival and remaining 

faithful witnesses of Him. The Gospel ac-

cording to John captures this intimacy that 

Christ has taken with the twelve as they jour-

ney closer and closer to His destiny on Cal-

vary. Here in John we find Jesus warning His 

disciples of the persecution that they would 
receive simply because they believed He was 

the Christ. It is important to note that Christ 

states, ñBut now I go my way to him that 

sent me.ò Christôs news of His departure and 

the new revelation of the ensuing persecution 

that the disciples would have to endure for 

His sake could not have come in perfect tim-
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ñAnd the Lord said unto him, Go through 

the midst of the city, through the midst of 

Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the fore-

heads of the men that sigh and that cry for 

all the abominations that be done in the 
midst thereof. And to the others he said in 

mine hearing, Go ye after him through the 

city, and smite: let not your eye spare, nei-

ther have ye pity: Slay utterly old and 

young, both maids, and little children, and 

women: but come not near any man upon 

whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctu-

ary. Then they began at the ancient men 

which were before the house.ò  

(Ezek 9:4-6) 




