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. from the entrance to the sepulcher. Together

Eyes Wlde Sh Ut the four gospels combined compositely tell
By Lucious B. Oliver I the order of events of Jesus resurrection. Je-
(Luke 24:13-16) sus is seen respectively first by Mary Magda-
lene, Mary the mother of James also with the

Introduction other women bearing spices; then to Peter

Sometimes our problems and struggles ardagr that afternoon, and here to the men on
intimate that we fail to realize that Jesus is their way to Emmaus that evening. Everyone
near. |t is the en eimgcguaintance yithJesus are puzrledsby thes
focus from the very source of hope and helfindings of the empty tomb despite the proc-
Jesus Christ. The Gospel of Luke, inits lamation of the angel at the grave site, and
unique presentation explores the great trutfge assurance Christ Himself told them of

of Christ. In its literary prose, Luke writes ifflis resurrection. Here in the context of Luke
story like fashion to tell the journey of Chris24, Jesus appears alongside the two brethren
from introduction to resurrection. Luke car@n their way into the country side; however
fully explores the storyline of Christ with ~ Jesus is not recognized by either of them.

AFor the Son of ANlage CaledEmmaas t o
seek and to save that which was  The village of Emmaus as identified by Luke
| 0 s(luke 19:10 KJIV) is located 60 .furlongs away from Jeru_salem.
As the narrative states Jesus walks with the
two disciples leaving from Jerusalem to-
wards Emmaus following the crucifixion.
distinctive detail, placing Jesus correctly in fhjs is interesting to the context of Luke sim-
historical Setting. This deliberate approaChp|y because 60 fur|ongs equa|s rough|y 7
allows the reader to see and understand thgjles, in which the two men walk with the
human component of our Lord and Savior, | ord but seemingly did not know that it was
alIOWing the reader also to |dent|fy with theJesus_ For approximate|y two and a half
heartfelt mission ofousthely webelinthe fréséhcedoftfe Kordd N
that which was | ost pypwere tthil§ undward. rédsyfit is Rafd toP |
Jesus after the crucifixion on the blessed dggtermine the modern location of the town
of His resurrection. The gospel of Matthew mentioned in the Gospel according to Luke,
accounts fia great egekalisk thélderkfive ofhd namdiguncem ¢
the Lord came and rolled away the stone  tain. Josephus, a first century Jewish histo-
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rian and apol ogi st , Emmaus,ainectly fbllewdng fhecrueifixibonl a ¢
call ed Emmauso at t Hoseveréheteo disciptes amertatally ur-r o n
Jerusalem. Emmaus being translated into aware that the stranger is Jesus Himself. He
Greek interprets M abegrsitomuestientheitsadraustenanbelayd
ferring to the hot springs located near Ti-
berius; still without the certainty of the ety-  ~ :
mological origin the location cannot be proy hCasting all AL
erly placed. All that we have todayisthe | OF he careth f ol
narrative from the Gospel stating the distan (1 Peter 5:7 KJV)
from Jerusalem, but unfortunately Luke does
not state in which direction. interrogate their mood. As the narrative of
Luke explains, the Jews perception of
Jesus appears to the two brethrenonthew@yh r i st 6 s pur posethawas
to Emmaus, however after their encounter Jews that believed on Jesus as the Messiah
with Christ the testimony was not believed. believed that He would rid them of the reli-
The journey from Jerusalem to Emmaus wagous and political turmoil of the self
roughly about two and half hours, but yet thenposing Sanhedrin Legalist as well as the
whole while the two disciples were not awaRoman Empire. However it was never
that they were in the company ofthe Lord. Chr i st 6s mi ssi on to b
Desponded by the recent crucifixjghe to redeem mankind from the bondage of sin.
disciples were confused left pondering the The followers of Christ however warned of
recent events and the memories of their owsdis death, burial, and resurrection was left
personal encounters with Christ. As it was, confused pondering the recent turn of events.
Jesus Himself appears among them and bdt was now being purported that the body
gins to question their disparity. Christ thenwhich lay in the tomb was missing and any
within the time frame of the journey from hope of a glorious triumph was dashed. You
Jerusalem to the village begins to expoundcan imagine the hurt and confusion that the
the scriptures to them concerning Himself disciples felt, however this was a result of
beginning with Moses. Afterward he tarriednot fully understanding the will of God. So
with them during supper and their eyes weraften we are left feeling the same way, espe-
open to the revelation of who He was. Oftenially when we believe God for a particular
times we too are bogged down with the diseutcome or solution. When we put our trust
parities of life and falil to realize the hope ofin God, that means total confidence, and trust
Jesus that is constantly with us. The very is essentially faith. You do not have faith in
treasure that we are looking for is sometimesiyone that you do not believe, and you do
right before our eyes only if we can removenot believe anyone that you cannot trust.
the scales of unbelief. Our faithin Godis When we trust God, we
pivotal because it keeps us anchoredinhopeou know what é6s best
regardless of the situation. If we learnto you go. 06 When we do t
keep our eyes off of the problem and focusdappointed. God knows all of our concerns,
on Jesus we will make it through any diffi- and He cares much for you and |, Peter
cult challenge life may throw our way. states, fcast your ca
res for you. o When w
Cleopas, one of the two disciples on the wayur problems, but learn to submit our lives to
to Emmaus, thought Christ to be a strangerHim we know that He is the Righteous Judge
the city unaware of the crucifixion of Jesusand t hat He wi | | do w
Jesus meets the two disciples on their way$mmetimes this means believing when we do
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