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Giving All Diligence 
By Lucious B. Oliver II  

(2 Peter 1:5) 

 

Diligence 
Diligence is denoted as a constant effort to 

accomplish what is undertaken, and when we 

consciously commit to living for Christ it 

takes this same effort to follow Godôs plan 

for our lives.  This is often times difficult 

because we have to learn to trust and obey 

God through the principles of faith, rather 

than fact.  As a believer the facts will always 

challenge your faith.  However, the believer 

must stand firm in the promises of God, and 

understand what God promised to do He is  

able also to perform it.  Paul uses Abraham 

as an example of this steadfastness: ñWho 

against hope believed in hope, that he might 

become the father of many nations; accord-

ing to that which was spoken, So shall thy 

seed be. And being not weak in faith, he con-

sidered not his own body now dead, when he 

was about an hundred years old, neither yet 

the deadness of Sara's womb: He staggered 

not at the promise of God through unbelief; 

but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; 

And being fully persuaded that, what he had 

promised, he was able also to per-

form.ò (Rom 4:18-21 KJV); not only was 

Abraham awarded the seed of Isaac, but God 

accounted Abrahamôs faith as righteousness.   

 

We too are justified in righteousness by our 

faith in Jesus Christ, but as with Abraham, 

we also have to diligently believe and obey 

with persistence. Diligence sets the tone of 

our temperament, especially when our efforts 

are focused towards pleasing God. It is the 

adversaryôs intent to distract us from this 

aggressive consistency, but the believer must 

be willing to press through with persistence. 

 

 

Knowing Godôs Word 
Persistence is the key to following Godôs 

instructions. Psalm 119 states, ñThou hast 

commanded us to keep thy precepts dili-

gently.ò (Ps 119:4 KJV) God admonishes the 

children of Israel to be attentive and persis-

tent in obeying His commandments, in doing 

so they would ensure their livelihood and 

prosperity.  He reminds them of the impor-

tance of keeping His commandments and not 

to forget His law. Israel often times rehearsed 

the words of the Old Testament Law, to en-

sure that they would never forget just what 

God required of them. The book of Deuter-

onomy reiterates verbatim the testimony of 

the Lord and the Law which was outlined in 

the books of Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers 
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ñWho against hope believed in 

hopeé And being fully persuaded 

that what he had promised, he was 

able also to perform.ò 
(Rom 4:18-21 KJV) 



for this very intent. The results of keeping 

Godôs word is so advantageous to the be-

liever it gives life.  ñFor length of days, and 

long life, and peace shall they add to 

theeéò(Proverbs 3:1-4), it also grants favor 

ñ So shalt thou find favor and good under-

standing in the sight of God and 

man.ò  (Proverbs 3:4).  The Word of God we 

should keep in the midst of our hearts as the 

psalmist writes ñThy word have I hid in mine 

heart that I might not sin against 

theeò (Psalms 119:11). It is here where the 

believer should build upon the understanding 

of Godôs Word. Essentially the more Word 

you know the more you know about God.  

 

Anyone that endeavors to study the Word of 

God should ask one very important question, 

ñWhy are you studying what you are study-

ing?ò Primarily one should understand that 

you do not read your Bible to get to know 

your Bible; you should read your Bible to get 

to know your God. Once an individual can 

understand this concept the treasures of 

Godôs Word will begin to unfold before your 

eyes. The Word coupled with the guidance of 

the Holy Spirit places the believer in the opti-

mal position to be all that God would have 

you to become. This persistence and dili-

gence to know more about God and His 

Word should be passed down throughout our 

familiesô generations. 

 

 

Teaching Our Children 
Diligence should be shown in teaching our 

children about God. The security of Godôs 

promised blessings to Israel was guaranteed 

with the teaching of His commandments to 

their children and to the generations to come 

to make certain that the covenant would not 

die with that generation but would be passed 

down from generation to generation.  When 

God purposed to destroy the cities of Sodom 

and Gomorrah for their wickedness, He con-

sults with Abraham.  Because of Abrahamôs 

faithfulness and in him the seed of promise 

would come through his posterior and that 

Abraham would teach his children ñthe way 

of the Lord,ò God clues Abraham in on this 

plans.  God strongly expresses His will that 

the law would be passed down from genera-

tion to generation, assured longevity in the 

land in which He gave them, but it also con-

nected the promise given to Abraham that 

Christ would come through his lineage.   

 

Even though Christ has already come to Cal-

vary and has already paid the price to atone 

man from sins, it is still our responsibility 

and duty as parents, as mentors, as leaders to 

teach our children the ways of Christ, and 

bring them up in the way they should go.   

 

As parents and role models it is our duty to 

nurture them in love, to feed and protect, to 

support and encourage, as well as admonish 

them and advise them in the Word of God.  

By teaching our children about Christ we 

preserve the testimony of Christ and continue 

to spread the gospel of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ from generation to generation. 

ñAnd thou shalt love the LORD thy God with 

all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with 

all thy might. And these words, which I com-

mand thee this day, shall be in thine heart: 
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Ps 78:5-8 KJV 

ñFor he established a testimony in Jacob, 

and appointed a law in Israel, which he 

commanded our fathers, that they should 

make them known to their children: That 

the generation to come might know them, 

even the children which should be born; 

who should arise and declare them to their 

children: That  they might set their hope in 

God, and not forget the works of God, but 

keep his commandments: And might not be 

as their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious 

generation; a generation that set not their 

heart aright, and whose spirit was not sted-

fast with God.ò  




