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Called By Virtue 
By Lucious B. Oliver II  

(2 Peter 1:2-4) 

 

Grace and Peace 
Peterôs salutation here is notable in that we 

should always be willing to bless others.  

This is a simple task that evades our every-

day life; often times we become consumed 

being isolated in our own world of concerns.  

The importance of extending ourselves to 

others is that by doing so we show forth the 

love of Christ that as the book of Romans 

states ñis shed abroad in our hearts by the 

Holy Ghost which is given unto us.ò 

 

The salutation of ñGrace and Peaceò and 

many variant forms of the usage can be seen 

in the Old Testament as well as the New Tes-

tament.  God commanded Moses which in 

turn was to bless the children of God in the 

book of Numbers: ñSpeak unto Aaron and 

unto his sons, saying, On this wise ye shall 

bless the children of Israel, saying unto them, 

The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: The 

LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be 

gracious unto thee: The LORD lift up his 

countenance upon thee, and give thee peace. 

And they shall put my name upon the chil-

dren of Israel; and I will bless them.ò  (Num 

6:23-27 KJV) Even the Babylonian king Ne-

buchadnezzar and the Assyrian king Darius 

used the salutation in the formal address to 

the people (Dan. 4:1; Dan. 6:25).  Paul even 

uses this address in his many epistles to the 

churches throughout his missionaries. ñTo all 

that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be 

saints: Grace to you and peace from God our 

Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.ò (Rom 1:7 

KJV) 

 

The book of James begins to explain that the 

true sign of the mature believer is by the 

power of the Holy Spirit to bridle the tongue.  

It is a true virtue to have the ability to do a 

thing but the power not to.  Discipline is the 

key to understanding that great power also 

comes with great responsibility. The Word of 

God states it like this, ñéwhomsoever much 

is given, of him shall be much required: and 

to whom men have committed much, of him 

they will ask the more.ò (Luke 12:48 KJV)  

We all have the duty and obligation to show 

forth the love of Christ; we no longer live to 

ourselves, remember we have been bought 

with a price. 

 

 

The Knowledge of God 
After Peter imparts the warm welcome of 

ñGrace and Peaceò, he then states that this 
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ñ...the love of God is shed abroad 

in our hearts by the Holy Ghost 

which is given unto us.ò 
(Rom 5:5 KJV) 



grace that he himself extends to the reader of 

the epistle is multiplied or expanded by the 

principle of knowing Christ. It is amazing 

that God does not leave this ability to our 

own consciences, but rather details the suf-

ferings of Christ as the means by which we 

all are justified. ñHe shall see of the travail of 

his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowl-

edge shall my righteous servant justify many; 

for he shall bear their iniquities.ò (Isa 53:11 

KJV) It is through the sufferings of Christ 

and the knowledge of the revelation of His 

work on Calvary that we are saved by grace. 

 

No one can recognize the Son of God, but by 

the revelation of the Holy Spirit and by rea-

son of the Holy Word of God. This revela-

tion however is now afforded to those who 

simply believe on Jesus Christ and accept 

Him as their personal savior. However, belief 

alone is not enough as we must make our 

faith alive, because true revelation is mani-

festation.  If we have received Christ into our 

hearts through the revelation of the Holy 

Spirit, then the manifestation is my love to-

wards others as we learn to begin to walk 

according to His statutes. 

 

To know God is to realize eternal life.  It is 

through our belief and action upon that belief 

that we understand Jesus Christ died for all 

sin, and that salvation is only achieved by 

His death, burial, and resurrection. Through 

salvation we realize the promise of life.  To 

live without the fulfillment of this promise is 

to merely exist listlessly in a world that is 

destined to be destroyed; but we have life 

and hope through Jesus Christ, even beyond 

this dark world full of grief. 

 

The same light that Christ brought to a dark 

and dismal world shines in hearts, illuminat-

ing the very visage of God. John 1:4-5 states, 

ñIn him was life; and the life was the light of 

men. And the light shineth in darkness; and 

the darkness comprehended it not.ò This 

same light now abides in every born again 

believer, that has accepted Christ as their 

savior.  The light that Christ gives brings 

revelation and guidance into all truth, as He 

is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my 

path. (Ps 119:105 KJV) The light of the 

Word of God and the revelation of its pur-

poses to me allow me to grow in God. 

 

Peter admonishes the believer to grow in 

grace and in the knowledge or rather light or 

view of Jesus. This humbly keeps me in per-

spective, because as long as I have Christ in 

full view and scope, I will not be lifted up in 

pride.  It is important to maintain the humil-

ity of Christ as it is outlined in the epistle to  

the Philippians; ñLet this mind be in you, 

which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being 

in the form of God, thought it not robbery to 

be equal with God: But made himself of no 

reputation, and took upon him the form of a 

servant, and was made in the likeness of 

men: And being found in fashion as a man, 

he humbled himself, and became obedient 

unto death, even the death of the cross.ò (Phil 

2:5-8 KJV) Humility keeps us near the heart 

of God, simply because He resists those that 

our proud. 

 

The manifestation of Christ allows us to un-

derstand the heart of God, and His ideas to-

wards us.  His love is true, and cannot be 

contested; in His love we find eternal life. 

ñAnd we know that the Son of God is come, 

and hath given us an understanding, that we 

may know him that is true, and we are in him 

that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This 

is the true God, and eternal life. Little chil-

dren, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.ò (1 

John 5:20-21 KJV) 
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ñ...by his knowledge shall my 

righteous servant justify manyò 
(Isaiah 53:11) 




